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Executive Summary  
 

This Deliverable is a product of the University of Macedonia as a partner of the project 

"ReinFORCE SOCIAL Entrepreneurial Spirit through the establishment of Innovative Support 

Structures in the Cross-border Territory" under the acronym "SOCIAL FORCES". 

The objective of the deliverable is to map the current situation of the active social 

enterprises as well as the organizations that promote and support the Social and Solidarity 

Economy sector in the regions of Eastern Macedonia-Thrace and Central Macedonia. 

The first stage for mapping, concerned the data collection from secondary sources on the 

review of the Social and Solidarity Economy sector in GREECE. In particular, the economic and 

social environment of Social and Solidarity Economy in Greece was analyzed, with emphasis 

on the need to promote the social economy and entrepreneurship and on the factors that 

influence the development prospects of this sector. In addition, the current institutional 

framework governing the establishment and operation of social enterprises in Greece was 

presented, with particular reference to the evolution of the relevant legislation over time, and 

examples of successful social enterprises at national level, characterized by social innovation 

or increased sustainability. 

A basic source of data on mapping, however, was the primary field research aiming at 

mapping the current situation of the active social enterprises operating in the regions of 

Eastern Macedonia and Thrace and Central Macedonia, as well as of the promotion and 

support bodies of Social and Solidarity Economy both at regional and national level. 

The methodology followed by the project team was the development of structured 

questionnaires addressing to the selected population sample. In particular, the sample of the 

research per respondent category consisted of: 

• Active social Enterprises. Social and Solidary Economy Bodies list, extracted from the 

network platform of Social and Solidary Economy Bodies which is be kept by the Ministry of 

Labor, Social Security and Social Solidarity and where all the social enterprises in Greece are 

recorded. 

• Bodies and experts for supporting and promoting Social and Solidary Economy. 

Indicatively: Local authorities, enterprises, chambers, Hellenic Union of Partnerships for Social 

Economy, Civil Society organizations, etc. 

 

The research conducted with an appropriately designed structured questionnaire for each 

of the two categories of participants. Self-completion, e-mail or online completion on google 

docs were used to complete the questionnaire. Then, there was a contact with the recipients 

by phone or e-mail to confirm the receipt of the questionnaire and remind them to fill it out. 

Primary research was completed by classifying and statistically processing the field research 

responses, evaluating the results and extracting results by category of recipients. 
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The research was carried out between 4/9/2018 and 16/10/2018. Forty-one (41) Social 

and Solidary Economy Bodies, and eight (8) bodies and experts promoting social economy and 

entrepreneurship responded. 

 

The main research findings show that the Social and Solidarity Economy sector, although 

it is now a reality in Greece, is difficult to be developed, as there is a series of inhibiting factors. 

Specifically, the main barriers faced by Social and Solidarity Economy Bodies are the following: 

 The excessive bureaucracy which delays both their establishment and operation, 

 the local and regional authorities’ lack of awareness and knowledge to support and 

establish relations with Social and Solidarity Economy Bodies, 

 the unfavorable tax environment that places restrictions on any business activities, 

 the lack and / or absence of participation of the Social and Solidarity Economy Bodies 

in co-financed (or not) actions and programs, at local, regional, national, 

transnational, European and international level, 

 the lack of information and knowledge of executives, especially of public bodies, 

regarding the articles and the provisions of Law 2716/1999 (article 12 for Social 

Cooperatives of Limited Liability), Law 4430/2016 (for Social Cooperative Enterprises, 

Social Cooperatives of Limited Liability and Social and Solidarity Economy Bodies in 

general) etc. 

 

Apart from the above, the bodies and the experts promoting the social economy in Greece 

declare that the Social and Solidarity Economy Bodies in many cases are characterized by a 

lack of entrepreneurial skills, while the contribution of state policies to the development of 

Social and Solidarity Economy Bodies considered to be inadequate. 

However, given the current socio-economic circumstances as shaped by the pressure of 

the economic crisis, the Social and Solidarity sector undoubtedly leads to the local economy 

and entrepreneurship development and to an increase of employment, which is reflected in 

the future willingness of respondents, to strengthen the existing activities. In particular, a 

significant percentage of them declared that they will be expanded to new activities, attract 

new customers, develop new products or services, attract investments or financial resources 

for expanding and entering to new geographic areas. In addition, estimations for turnover and 

employment growth due to the gradual consolidation of social entrepreneurship in Greek 

reality show that Social and Solidarity Economy Bodies will be viable. 

In addition, respondents consider that there are clear possibilities for the development of 

Social and Solidarity Economy Bodies in specific sectors. The sectors with the greatest 

potential for the development of social entrepreneurship in the examined regional units are, 

according to the organizations' responses, agri-food (agriculture and food production), 

livestock farming, processing, tourism, training, counseling, social care for vulnerable social 

groups, the cultural sector and health services. 

In conclusion, it is worth noting that, one of the main aims of the Social and Solidarity 

Economy development, is the support of labor integration of vulnerable social groups. In 

particular, regarding the access of people with disabilities to the labor market, Social and 
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Solidarity Economy's role can be decisive, as they are given the opportunity to establish their 

own businesses. In Greece, these businesses typically have the form of supported work, which 

is directly related to the removal of the difficulties that people with mental disabilities can 

face; such as the lack of information due to reduced accessibility to the right material and 

means, the limitations / difficulties that disability poses in the exercise of specific roles, the 

difficulty in communication (those with sensory disabilities), the difficulty in moving (the 

visually impaired), but also perceptions and attitudes of employers or even the state, related 

to the "employability" of people with intellectual and / or developmental disabilities. 

Therefore, the development of social entrepreneurship by disabled people, but also the 

employment of these persons in Social and Solidarity Economy Bodies, should be based on a 

support system from vocational training to integration into the labor market, with the 

following main axes: 

• developing appropriate social, orientation and mobility skills, 

• the use of supportive technology that can help in dealing with difficulties. 

 


