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Partner: Regional Development Agency of Rodopi S.A (ANRO) 

Αction:   2.1.3: Organizing of the Info Day 

 

 

FINAL REPORT 
 

 

General Information  
 

Purpose        The purpose of this event was to present the social entrepreneurship’s activities 

in the wider region of Rodopi and, at the same time, to inform and motivate 

every involved or interested entities and citizen, about the financial, business 

and productive activities of social economy. 

Date             Monday 10.12.2018 

Time             12.00 – 15.00 

Location      Arcadia Hotel, Komotini 

 

 

Event’s Main Points 
 

On Monday 10th of December, in Arcadia Hotel in Komotini, ANRO organized an Info Day 

event, where the circumstances, the conditions and the enhancing tools of social 

entrepreneurship were presented. 

During the Info Day, the Special Secretary of Social and Solidarity Economy, from the 

Hellenic Ministry of Labour, Social Insurance and Social Solidarity, Mr Nikolaidis Evaggelos, 

present the latest developments about the social and solidarity economy, after the debt 

crisis. 

Representatives of ANRO and all the partners participated in the event, as well as 

representatives of social enterprises and entities from private and public sector. The event 

was extensively communicated by the local media.  

 

Main Points: 

 The number of participants was 70 people. 

 The event was started by Mr Kefalidis Efstathios, the Director of ANRO, who 

underlined how essential is to promote social economy, within the frame of Law and 

financial enforcement. At the same time, he pointed out that social economy will 

contribute in strengthening entrepreneurship, development of economy and 

reduction of unemployment. He, finally, claimed, regarding the project ‘Social 
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Forces’, that the obstacles of the social enterprises of the region will be detected 

and notified to the responsible institutions, in order to be confronted. 

 The Special Secretary of Social and Solidarity Economy, Mr Nikolaidis Evaggelos, 

emphasized that the financing of social enterprises will be shortly completed, with a 

total budget of 27 million euros, in a national level. In addition, he claimed that there 

will be a second financing programme, implemented by the administrative regions, 

with a total budget of 82 million euros. Moreover, he referred to the foundation of 

the Social Economy Fund, in negotiation with the European Investment Bank. 

 Subsequently, the representative of Haskovo’s Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry, Mrs Popova Valeria, and University ‘Macedonia’, Mrs Panagiotopoulou 

Despoina, presented the results of their primary and secondary research, regarding 

the social entrepreneurship in the cross-border area. It was underlined that, in 

Bulgaria, Social Entrepreneurship is still in a premature level and in demand of 

expertise, in cooperation with other European countries, in order to institutionalize 

and finance social economy. As regards Greece, agro industry, tourism and culture 

are the main sectors enforcing social economy. On the other hand, there are some 

barriers, such as absence of entrepreneurial skills, lack of awareness among social 

enterprises and insufficient financing. 

 Then, Mr Stamkos Neoklis, Project manager of microSTARS, Head of Microcredit 

department of Business and Cultural Development Centre (KEPA), informed the 

audience about the procedure of receiving micro-loans, which are significant 

financial tools for social enterprises. 

 Mr Avdimiotis Spyros, Assistant Professor DBA, based on his experience, 

communicated the social dimension of an enterprising idea and the need for 

cooperation between agencies and entrepreneurs, in order to enhance social 

economy. Furthermore, he underlined the importance of tourism development, 

regarding the enforcement of social entrepreneurship. 

 Subsequently, some social enterprises (Genisea Koin.S.ep and Co-operate socially) 

presented their objective, their entrepreneurial ideas and future projects, but they 

emphasized the problems which face during the foundation and the function of 

their enterprises. Also, the Social Cooperative Enterprise Network of REMTH Region 

was introduced by a representative of it.  

 Mr Kefalidis Efstathios, Director of ANRO, Mr Nikolaidis Evaggelos, Special Secretary 

of Social and Solidarity Economy, Mr Georgiadis Stefanos, President of Drama’s 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Mr Avdimiotis Spyros, Assistant Professor DBA, 

and Mrs Haitidou Sofia, representative of the social cooperative enterprise ‘Co-

operate socially’ were interviewed by the local media. 

 


